
 

 

 

 

 

“We believe, we achieve, we succeed in God’s family” 
 

THANKFULNESS  COMMUNITY COMPASSION  TRUTHFULNESS COURAGE FORGIVENESS 

Design & Technology Vocabulary Overview 

 “Strive for perfection in everything you do. Take the best that exists and make it better. When it does not exist, design it.”                       

Sir Henry Royce, English engineer and car designer 

VOCABULARY 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Use common words and 
phrases relating to Design 
Technology 

Use common words and 
phrases relating to Design 
Technology 

Use some specialist 
vocabulary in discussions 

Use some specialist 
vocabulary in discussions – 
often appropriately 

Use some specialist 
vocabulary in discussions 
appropriately 

Start to apply vocabulary in 
sophisticated ways (cross-
curricular). 

Suggested words Suggested words Suggested words Suggested words Suggested words Suggested words 
Product 
Design  
Technology 
Then  
When  
Last  
Next 
Before / after  
Drawing 
Painting 
Printing 
Trace 
Share  
Effect 
Improve 
Ingredients 
Material  

Process  
Construction  
Model 
Later / earlier 
Paste 
Textile 
Collage 
Relief 
Object 
Style  
Fashion  
At the same time as  
Sew  
Compare 
Leavers 
Sliders 
Wheels 

Chronological 
Approximate  
Accurate 
Technique 
Structure 
Mechanical 
Parallel / perpendicular 
perspective 
Quality 
Fabric 
Weave 
Version 
Purpose 
Opinion 
Organise 
Construct 
Prototype 

Structure 
Characteristic 
Aesthetic  
Series  
Circuit 
Cause/consequence 
Former/latter  
Trend 
Intricate  
Audience 
Impact  
Program 
Develop 
 
 

Contemporary 
Prior 
Subsequent 
Enduring 
Dominate 
Context 
Complex 
Exceptional 
Pulley 
Cam 
Lever 
Gear 

Simultaneous 
Attribute 
Controversy 
Authentic 
 
 



Savoury 
Sweet 

Axles 
Seasoning 

Clarify 
Raising agents 

Locational Locational Locational Locational Locational Locational 
Near / far 
Up / down  
Further  
Higher  
Underneath 
Centre 
Anticlockwise  
Position  
Direction  
Above  
Below 
Roughly 
Close to 
Older / newer 

Left / right (from own 
perspective) 
Symmetrical reflect diagonal  
Range -not yet in technical 
math sense. 

Left / right (secure) 
 

Make use of mathematical 
language in describing shape 
and location 
 
Increase / decrease 

Shape vocabulary (including 
diagonal, rotation, angle) 

Concentric 
Radial 
Intersecting 

 

 

 


