
 

 

 

 

 

“We believe, we achieve, we succeed in God’s family” 
 

THANKFULNESS  COMMUNITY COMPASSION  TRUTHFULNESS COURAGE FORGIVENESS 

Art & Design Vocabulary Progression Overview  

“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once we grow up.” Pablo Picasso 

Cycle A 

TERM Years 1 & 2 Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6 

Autumn Term 
Spirals 

Using drawing, collage and mark-making to 
explore spirals. Introducing sketchbooks. 

Gestural Drawing with Charcoal 
Making loose, gestural drawings with charcoal, 

and exploring drama and performance. 

Typography & Maps 
Exploring how we can create typography 

through drawing and design, and use our skills 
to create personal and highly visual maps. 

Vocabulary  
Spirals 

Spiral, Movement, Pressure, Motion, Line, 
Continuous Line, Small, Slow, Larger, Faster, 

Careful 
 

Hand, Wrist, Elbow, Shoulder 
 

Graphite, Chalk, Pen 
 

Drawing Surface (Paper, Ground) 
 

Oil Pastel, Dark, Light, Blending 
 

Mark Making 
 

Colour, Pattern 
 

Sketchbook, Pages, Elastic Band, Measure, 
Size, Cover, “Spaces and Places” 

 

Gestural Drawing with Charcoal 
Charcoal, Gestural, Loose, Expressive, Wrist, 

Elbow, Shoulder, Body. 
 

Mark Making, Sweeping, Fast, Slow, Gentle, 
Energetic. 

 
Chiaroscuro, Tone, Tonal Values, Dark, Light, 

Midtone, Squint. 
 

Hands, Handprints, Tools, Positive & Negative 
Shapes, Silhouette, 

 
Drama, Lighting, Shadow, Atmosphere, 

Narrative 
 

Body, Movement, Repetitive, Motion, Echo, 
Memory, Mark, Trace, Dance, 

 
Photograph, Film, Composition, Focus, Lighting 

Typography & Maps 
Typography, Lettering, Graphics, Design, 

 
Communicate, Emotions, Purpose, Intention, 

 
Playful, Exploratory, 

Visual Impact 
 

Pictorial Maps, Identity, Symbols, 
 

Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 

Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/


Observation, Careful Looking, Object, Drawing, 
(Water Soluble), Colour 

Reflect, Discuss, Share, Think 

Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Feedback 

Spring Term 
Simple Printmaking 

Explore simple ways to make a print. Use line, 

shape, colour and texture to explore pattern, 

sequencing and symmetry. 

Cloth, Thread, Paint 

Explore how artists combine media to create 

work in response to landscape. Use acrylic and 

thread to make a painted and stitched piece. 

Activism 

Explore how artists use their skills to speak on 

behalf of communities. Make art about things 

you care about. 
Vocabulary 

Simple Printmaking 
Print, Press, Pressure, Paint 

 
Primary colours: Red, Yellow, Blue 

 
Shape, Line, Arrangement 

 
Rubbing, Texture, 

 
Wax crayon, Pencil Crayon, Cut, Collage, Stick, 

Arrange 
 

Explore, Try, Test, Reflect 
 

Artwork, Artist: Printmaker 
 

Relief print, Plasticine, Plate, Impression, 
 

Colour Mixing, Secondary Colours: Green, 
Orange, Purple 

 
Pattern, Sequence, Picture, Image 

 

Reflect, Discuss, Share, Crit 

Cloth, Thread, Paint 
Mixed Media, Cloth, Fabric, Calico, Acrylic Paint, 

Thread, Stitches, Needle, 
 

Test, Experiment, Try Out, Reflect, 
 

Background, Foreground, Detail, Gesture, 
Impasto, Dilute, Colour Mixing, 

Loose, Tight, Tension, Knot, Length, Repeated, 
Pattern, Rhythm, Dot, Dash 

 

Present, Review, Reflect, Process, Outcome 

Activism 
Activism 

 
Voice 

 
Message 

 
Community 

 
Poster 

 
Zine 

 
Screenprinting 

 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 

Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences. 

 

Summer Term 
Playful Making 

Exploring materials and intention through a 

playful approach. 

Making Animated Drawings 

Explore how to create simple moving drawings 

by making paper “puppets” and animate them 

using tablets. 

Architecture: Dream Big or Small? 

Explore the responsibilities architects have to 

design us a better world. Make your own 

architectural model. 
Vocabulary 

Playful Making 
Sculpture, Sculptor, Three Dimensions 

 

Making Animated Drawings 
Animate, Animation, Animator,  

 

Architecture: Dream Big or Small? 
Domestic Architecture, Aspirational,  Visionary, 

Environmental, Tiny House, Movement, 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/simple-printmaking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/activism/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/simple-printmaking/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/activism/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/playful-making
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animated-drawings/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/architectural-design
http://www.accessart.org.uk/playful-making
https://www.accessart.org.uk/animated-drawings/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/architectural-design


Respond Response 
 

Design Through Making, Playful Making, 
Explore, Construction,  

Materials,  
 

Invent, Imagine 
 

Tools, Construct, Structure, Balance 
 

Reflect, Share, Discuss 

Character, Movement, Pose, Action, Gesture, 
Intention 

 
Background, Foreground,  

 
Tools, Scissors, Paper Fastener, Tape, Stick,  
Presentation, Performance, Share, Reflect, 

Respond, Feedback, 
 

Film, Focus, Lighting, Stage, Arena, 

 
Form, Structure, Materials, Balance, Scale, 

Interior, Exterior, Context, Location 
 

Design through Making, Model, Maquette, 
 

Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 

Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences 

 

Cycle B 

TERM Years 1 & 2 Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6 

Autumn Term 
Explore & Draw 

Introducing the idea that artists can be collectors 
& explorers as they develop drawing and 

composition skills. 

Storytelling Through Drawing 
Explore how artists create sequenced drawings 
to share and tell stories. Create accordian books 
or comic strips to retell poetry or prose through 

drawing. 

2D Drawing to 3D Making 
Explore how 2D drawings can be transformed to 
3D objects. Work towards a sculptural outcome 

or a graphic design outcome. 

Vocabulary 
Explore & Draw 

Explore, Collect, ReSee, Imagine, Curious, 
 

Present, Re-present, arrange, composition 
 

Photograph, Focus, Light, Shade, 
Colour, Pattern 

 
Observational Drawing, Close study, Draw 

slowly, Intention, 
 

Pressure, Line, Mark, Page 
 

Sense of Touch 
 

Wax resist, Graphite, Watercolour, Brusho, 
Pencil, 

 
Mark making, Line, Tone, Shape, 

 
Reflect, Present, Share, Discuss, Feedback 

Storytelling Through Drawing 
Illustration, Inspiration, Interpretation, Original 

Source, Respond, Response 
 

Graphic Novel, Illustrator, 
 

Poetry, Prose, Stage, Arrange 
 

Line, Quality of line, Line Weight, Mark Making, 
Medium, Graphite, Ink, Pen, Quill, Brush, 

Watercolour, Water-soluble, 
 

Composition, Sequencing, Visual Literacy, 
Narrative 

 

Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 

Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences, 

2D Drawing to 3D Making 
2D Drawing 

 
3D Object 

 
Packaging 

 
Negative space 

 
Grid method 

 
Scaling up 

 
Net, Typography, Graphic Design 

Collage 
 

Structure 
 

Balance 
 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making
https://www.accessart.org.uk/explore-draw/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/storytelling-through-drawing/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making


Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 

Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences 
Spring Term 

Exploring the World Through Mono Print 

Using a simple mono print technique to develop 

drawing skills, encourage experimentation and 

ownership. 

Exploring Pattern 

Exploring how we can use colour, line and 

shape to create patterns, including repeating 

patterns. 

Exploring Identity 

Discover how artists use layers and juxtaposition 

to create artwork which explores identity. Make 

your own layered portrait. 
Vocabulary 

Exploring the World Through Mono Print 
Close Looking, Pausing, Seeing & 

Understanding, 
 

Listening, Reacting, Thinking, Considering 
 

Mark Making, Pressure, Line, Speed, Fast, 
Slow, 

 
Experiment, Explore, Represent, Impression, 

Try, 
 

Graphite, Handwriting pen, Soft B Pencil, 
Coloured Pencils, Chalk, Soft Pastel, Oil pastel 

 
Focus, Slow, Careful, Considered, Life size, 

Scale, 
 

Shape, Form, Light, Dark, Shadow, Ground, 
 

Crit, Share, Reflect, Feedback, Respond 
 

Mono Print, Mono Type, Carbon paper, Oil 
Pastel, 

Colour Mixing, Secondary Colours: Green, 
Orange, Purple 

 
Pattern, Sequence, Picture, Image 

 
Narrative, Story, Imagination, Invent, Discover 

 

Present, Reflect, Discuss, Share, Feedback 

Exploring Pattern 
Pattern, Sensory, Playful, Mindful, Exploratory, 
Point, Line, Rhythm, Shapes, Circles, Ovals, 

Curves 
 

Purpose, Decorative, Pleasing, Aesthetic, 
 

Generate, Explore, Experiment, 
 

Tessellated, Design, Colour, Negative, Positive 
Shapes, Surface Pattern, Repeating, 

Composition, Juxtaposition, Collage, Arrange 
 

Fold, Origami, Design, 
 

Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 

Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences, 

Exploring Identity 
Identity, Layer, Constructed, 

 
Portraiture 

 
Layering 

 
Digital Art, Physical 

 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 

Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences, 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/


Summer Term 
Inspired by Flora & Fauna 

Explore how artists make art inspired by flora 

and fauna. Make collages of MiniBeasts and 

display as a shared artwork. 

Festival Feasts 

How might we use food and art to bring us 

together? 

Fashion Design 

Explore contemporary fashion designers and 

create your own 2d or 3d fashion design working 

to a brief. 

Vocabulary 
Inspired by Flora & Fauna 

Flora 
 

Fauna 
 

Line, Shape, Colour, tones, hues, tints 
 

Observe, Graphite, Handwriting Pen 
 

Oil Pastel, Graphite, Handwriting Pen 
 

Collage, Painted paper, cut, tear, arrange, play, 
composition, elements. 

 
Minibeast/Insect 

 
Author, Illustrator 

 

Present, Reflect, Share, Discuss 

Festival Feasts 
Viewpoint, Relationship 2D 3D, Transform, 

Graphics, Design Through Making, Construct, 
Contribute, Artwork, Installation, 

 
Surface, Fabric, Texture, 

 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 

Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences, 
 

Photograph, Lighting, Focus, Composition 

Fashion Design 

Contemporary, Historical, Fashion Design, 
Designers, 

Design Brief, Colour, Texture, Shape, Form, 
Texture, Material, 

 

Body, Wearable, Fit for Purpose, Pattern Cutting 

 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 

Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences 

 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculptural-food
http://www.accessart.org.uk/fashion
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculptural-food
http://www.accessart.org.uk/fashion

