
 

 

 

 

 

“We believe, we achieve, we succeed in God’s family” 
 

THANKFULNESS  COMMUNITY COMPASSION  TRUTHFULNESS COURAGE FORGIVENESS 

RE Knowledge and Skills Progression Overview 

‘With God, all things are possible.’ Matthew 19:26 

 

 

Intent The purpose of our Religious Education curriculum is to develop pupils who demonstrate religious literacy. This means that pupils will be able to hold balanced and 
well-informed conversations around religion and worldviews.  In Key Stage 1, the religious and non-religious worldviews being taught will increase the understanding 
of religions that the children may be less familiar with, supporting our Christian vision of developing acceptance.  In Key Stage 2, the religious and non-religious 
worldviews taught will reflect the local context and will build on prior knowledge from Key Stage 1.  Pupils will know about and understand a range of religious and 
non-religious worldviews by learning to see these through theological, philosophical and human/social science lenses.  Pupils will gain skills rooted in theology, 
philosophy and human/social science.  Alongside other curriculum areas, Religious Education will play an important part in developing the spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development of pupils.  Our Religious Education curriculum is planned to closely link to other curriculum areas and our overarching ‘Big Questions’.  Our 
Religious Education curriculum will reflect the aims of our vision and the associated Christian values of thankfulness, compassion, community, truthfulness, courage 
and forgiveness.  

Implementation Religious Education is taught using the locally agreed Essex Syllabus.  The Religious Education curriculum will be made up of at least 50% Christianity but we will also 
learn about other world religions such as Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikhism and Islam as well as non-religious world views such as Humanism.   RE is taught on a 
weekly basis and is also linked with other subject areas where appropriate. 
 
For pupils with special educational needs and disabilities, RE provides opportunities for colourful sensory experiences. The subject offers an experience of  
the world which can speak to pupils directly. Many pupils with special needs are instinctive and intuitive individuals who may have deep spiritual insights and  
experiential moments which provide opportunities for discussion. 
 

Impact Pupils will be able to make sense of religion and worldviews around them and begin to understand the complex world in which they live.  Children will be free 
thinking, critical participants of public discourse, who are able to make academically informed judgements about important matters of religion and belief which 
shape the global landscape.  Pupils will express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religious and non-religious worldviews through a 
multidisciplinary approach.  Pupils will deploy skills rooted in theology, philosophy and human/social science to engage critically with religious and non-religious 
worldviews.   



Theology: Asking questions theologians ask 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Theology: Core Questions 

Year 1 & 2 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

What do religious people say God is like? 
 
Why is light an important symbol for many 
religious believers? 
 
What do ______ remember at ______? (E.g. 
what do Jews remember at Passover?) 
 
What might ______ learn from the ______ 
narrative? (E.g. what might Hindus learn from 
the Diwali narrative?) 

 
What might ______ learn from the story of 
______?  (E.g. what might Jews learn about 
God from the 
story of Abraham?) 

 
What do Christians believe God is like? 
 
Who made the world? 

Why does Christmas matter to Christians? 
 
Why does Easter matter to Christians? 
 
What do ______ believe about God? 
 
How do ______ talk about God? 
 
What is the Bible and how do people interpret 
it? 
 
Why is there so much diversity of belief within 
______? 
 
Where do religious beliefs come from? 
 
How have events in history shaped beliefs? 
 
What do Christians learn from the creation 
story? 
 
What is the Trinity? 

Why do Christians call the day Jesus died 
‘Good Friday’? 
 
How do ______ explain the suffering in the 
world? 
 
One narrative, many beliefs: Why do people 
interpret things differently? 
 
How reliable are sources of authority for 
believers? 
 
How do ______ make sense of the world? 
 
What does it mean if God is holy and loving? 
 
Creation and science: Conflicting or 
complementary? 
 
Was Jesus the Messiah? 
 
What did Jesus do to save human beings? 
 
What differences does the resurrection make 
for Christians? 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Philosophy: Asking questions philosophers ask  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Philosophy: Core Questions 

 

Year 1 & 2 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

Why do people have different views about the 
idea of ‘God’? 
 
What do my senses tell me about the world of 
religion and belief? 
 
What is puzzling about the world of religion 
and belief? 
 
What is ‘good’ and what is ‘bad’? 
 
How do people decide what is right and 
wrong? 
 
What questions do religious stories make us 
ask?  
 
Can we find any answers? 
 
What’s the big idea? (introduction to 
philosophy/Socratic dialogue) 
 
How did the universe come to be? 
 

What is the difference between believing and 
knowing? 
 
What is philosophy? 
 
What do we mean by ‘truth’? 
 
How do people make moral decisions? 
 
How do people respond to issues of poverty 
and justice? 
 
What kind of world should we live in? 
 
Is seeing believing? 
 
Can kindness/love change the world? 

Why is there suffering in the world? 
 
What can we learn about the world / 
knowledge / meaning of life from the great 
philosophers? 
 
Is being happy the greatest purpose in life? 
 
Is believing in God reasonable? 
 
Is it possible for something to always be right 
(or wrong)? 
 
What does it mean to be ‘human’?  
 
Are angels real?  
 
Can people come back to life?  

 

 



 

Human/Social Sciences: Asking questions human and social scientists ask 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Human/Social Sciences: Core Questions  

 

Year 1 & 2 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

How do festivals/celebrations bring people 
together? 
 
Where is the religion around us? 
 
What does it mean to belong to the ______ 
community? 
 
What happens in the daily life of a ______? 
 
What does it mean to be part of a religious 
family? 
 
Why are symbols and artefacts important to 
some people? 
 
How do worship gatherings/ceremonies give 
______ a sense of identity and belonging? 

What can we learn from different members / 
expressions of the ______ tradition? 
 
How do ______ express their religious beliefs 
in modern Britain and in ______ [name of 
country]? 
 
How do people express commitment to a 
religion or worldview in different ways? 
 
What difference does being a ______ make to 
daily life? 
 
What does it mean to be a ______? 
 
How do/have religious groups contribute to 
society and culture in the local area? 

What do we mean by religion? 
 
What makes a religion a religion? 
 
How do/have religious groups contribute to 
society and culture across the world? 
 
Does religion bring peace, conflict or both? 
 
What does it mean to be part of a global 
religious/worldview community? 
 
How have expressions of ______ changed 
over time? 
 
How do beliefs shape identity for ______? 
 
How has belief in ______ impacted on music 
and art through history? 
 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment opportunities (this list is not exhaustive) 

Educational visits to places of worship such as the Jamia Masjid Mosque in Chelmsford. 
In school learning sessions from the Buddhist Centre. 
Regular visits to our linked church in the village, St Mary’s. 
Weekly collective worship sessions with Reverend Carol. 
Children to make connections with personal travels / family living in other countries. 
Contextual location of the school/local area within the wider country, community and internationally. 
Spirited Arts Competition. 
Celebrations in school such as: 

- Holi - Festival of spring, love, and new life  
- Eid 
- Christianity - Christingle Traditions 
- Earth Day – celebrating how God made the world 22nd April  
- Diwali 10-14th November 2022 
- World Day for Cultural Diversity 21st May 2023 
- Chinese New Year 9-24th February 

 



Core Knowledge Summary Tables 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



RE Curriculum Overview 2022-24 

 

Year A Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Year 1 & 2 

EYFS Enquiry 1 - Why is 
the word God so important 

to Christians? 

EYFS Enquiry 2 - Why do 
Christians perform 

Nativity plays at Christmas? 

EYFS Enquiry 3 - Why do Christians put a cross in an 
Easter garden? 

EYFS Philosophy -  Noah’s Ark Should Noah trust God? 

What is faith? 
Belief and Senses 

Faith in the Community 
Community Celebrations 

Faith Around the World 
Jewish Shabbat 

What is Easter? 
The Cross 

Who made the World? 
Who made the Universe? 

Year 3 & 4 
Faith Around the World 

God for Muslims 

What does it mean to 
belong?  

Diversity of Christian beliefs 

What is Easter? 
Sacrifice 

What is faith? 
Commitment to faith 

Faith Around the World 
Daily Life for Muslims 

Year 5 & 6 
The Power of Thought 

Great Philosophers 

What does it mean to 
belong?  

Diversity of Christian beliefs 

Faith Around the World 
Hinduism 

Faith Around the World 
Buddhists and Suffering 

Faith in the Community 
Faith, Music, Art 

Who made the World? 
Creation and Science 

 

Year B Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Year 1 & 2 

EYFS Enquiry 1 - Why is 
the word God so important 

to Christians? 

EYFS Enquiry 2 - Why do 
Christians perform 

Nativity plays at Christmas? 

EYFS Enquiry 3 - Why do Christians put a cross in an 
Easter garden? 

EYFS Philosophy -  Noah’s Ark Should Noah trust God? 

What does it mean to 
belong?  

Faith Families 

What does the Bible say? 
Nativity 

Faith Around the World 
Jewish Passover 

The Power of Thought 
Light 

Who is God?  
What is God? 

Year 3 & 4 
What does the Bible 

say? Where do Christian 
beliefs come from? 

Faith in the Community  
Religious groups in community 

Who is God?  
What is Trinity? 

Who made the World? 
What is Truth? 

The Power of Thought 
What is Philosophy? 

Year 5 & 6 

What does it mean to 
belong?  

Beliefs and Identity for 
Muslims 

What is faith? 
Is faith reasonable? 

What is Easter? 
Resurrection 

Who made the World? 
Creation and Science 

What does the Bible 
say?  

Religion, Peace and  
Conflict 

Who is God? 
What is a human? 

 


