
St Mary’s C of E Primary School E-Newsletter 
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Friday 4th April 2025 
Our Vision: We believe, we achieve, we succeed in God’s Family. 

A note from the Headteacher. 

As we come to the end of our busy Spring Term, I would like to reflect back on our successes this term. 

 We welcomed Chris Connaught, an inspiring Author into school and the children were fascinated to 
listen to some of his stories and went on to write and illustrated their own versions.  

 We welcomed PC Dan in to school for a Police Visit. He visited all classes to speak to the children 
about the role of the Police and the children had the opportunity to try on some of the uniform. 

 We embraced our Essex PINS Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools. Successful  
training sessions were held with Parents which included; Neurodevelopmental Diversity, Learning 
& Executive Functioning, Emotional Regulation.  

 As part of the PINS project, the Autism Bus from Essex visited us providing staff with a powerful 
and immersive experience of what it feels like to be a child with autism.  

  We celebrated the Chinese new year with a workshop, pupils enjoyed a variety of engaging activi-
ties, including storytelling, traditional crafts, and games that highlight the significance of Chinese 
New Year. The children also had lots of delicious Chinese food to taste test and review. 

 We have welcomed our new Parish Reverend in to school to deliver regular Collective Worship as-

semblies. During these assemblies the children have learnt about Lent, the purpose of Prayer and 

Kindness. 

 We have had the pleasure of showing around many prospective parents during the term for Mid-

year applications and EYFS starters, we have welcomed 4 new pupils during the Spring Term. 

 Our school has taken part in the Tescos “my happy mind project” This programme will teach chil-
dren the science behind their mental health, and give them the skills to create positive wellbeing that 
will benefit them for the rest of their lives. The community has been able to vote with tokens in store 
for our project. We are currently waiting for an update from Tescos. 

 Keith Pullen our School Improvement Partner visited STM to meet with staff and pupils throughout 
the day and provided us with some wonderful feedback.  

  We had new electric gates installed creating a safer environment for our staff and pupils.  

 The whole school had a fantastic time at the Chapel celebrating shrove Tuesday. All the children en-
joyed making and eating their delicious pancakes. The children were asked to illustrate what they 
would give up for Lent and then participated in some Easter card crafts.  

 It was wonderful to see the children dressed “as a word” for World Book day which raised money 
towards some resources in the class reading corners and school library.  

 We participated in the Trust Science Competition. Our pupils completed a number of experiments 
using different materials and then recorded their findings. They also wrote and performed a presen-
tation around their findings along with some beautiful artwork to the other ten schools present.   

 We celebrated Red nose day alongside Holi day which is a joyous and religious Hindu holiday and 
also known as the ‘festival of colour’.    

 This week we wore blue for Autism awareness to help keep that conversation going about autism 
and making sure that those with autism and their families don’t feel alone.   

 We enjoyed our Design and Technology days and the children created some amazing work! We wel-
comed our families in to view their children’s work at the end of the second day. 

 

Thank you for all your support this term, lets make the Summer Term even more amazing. At the end of 
this newsletter you will find our diary dates for the Summer Term. 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful Easter break and I look forward to welcoming you back to school on Tues-
day 22nd April. 

Mrs Walker 
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THANKFULNESS  COMMUNITY COMPASSION  TRUTHFULNESS COURAGE FORGIVENESS 



 

Acorn class had a lovely session this week. We talked about our allotment and about the different things that we were planting. A 
group of the children helped to plant sweetcorn and then watered them and we are hoping that it will produce some lovely corn on 
the cob. A few of the children drew pictures onto wooden disks and hung them on the trees as decorations. We also had the magnify-
ing glasses and binoculars out with us and the children had great fun bug hunting; they found lots of worms, a centipede and a bright 
green caterpillar. Towards the end of the session we made sure all the flowers had been watered and we then played a game on the 
field. Well done Acorn class. 

Chestnut class had a lovely session this week too. We split the class into two groups and one group went over to the allotment to 
plant potatoes and broccoli while the other half had free play and did other activities. Then we switched the groups over and the sec-
ond half of the class planted their potatoes and broccoli. Some of the children played at being archaeologists and went on a “dig” in 
our mud area. The mud kitchen was in full use as well and the children wrote menus on slabs of wood and made wooden signs for 
open and closed. A couple of other children made up a “worm shop”; they had collected up worms and placed them in little pots with 
soil and leaves and pretended to sell them. Fantastic imaginative play Chestnut class, well done! 

Another great week for Oak class. The children finished weeding, clearing and digging along the back fence so that area is now com-
pletely ready for our sunflower seeds to be planted. We also finished prepping the remaining plants tubs in the allotment and we 
scattered wild flower seeds in the three large tractor tyres. The children played nicely in the mud kitchen and had fun climbing the 
two large trees; they also enjoyed whittling some willow sticks. Two of the boys used bailing twine to make a bench seat hanging be-
tween two trees which was very impressive! A great session again Oak class, well done! 

 

Freddie Forest Bear enjoyed his weekend with Louisa and is now settling down for a brief hibernation over the Easter break. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Easter.  

Miss Wilson—Forest School Lead 

 

THANKFULNESS COMPASSION  COMMUNITY  TRUTHFULNESS  COURAGE  FORGIVENESS 

Rev Jacqui took our assembly on Wednesday and told with the children a story from the bible Luke, Chapter 13 verse 
6-7. 

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with 
their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans 
because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who 
died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did 
not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for 
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next 
year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 

Reverend Jacqui explained to the children the in this story the Trees represented us, the people, the gardener 
represented Jesus, and the fruit represents the good we bring to the world.  

She explained that in telling this story, Jesus was really talking about us and about God. God had "planted" us here on 

this earth and he expects us to produce good fruit in our life. What kind of fruit does he expect? When He looks at 
the way we live our life, he wants to see things like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, and gentleness. 
Reverend Jacqui told the children that God was always with us, loves us and is ready to forgive us. 

Collective Worship 



Easter 
Monday 

 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

 Chicken  

Nuggets 

Sausage Roast Mild chicken 
curry 

Fish Fingers 

 Quorn  

Nuggets 

Quorn Sausage 
Roast 

Quorn fillet 
curry 

Veggie Fingers 

 Jacket Potato 
Cheese / Beans 

Ham / Cheese 
Baguette 

Jacket Potato 
Cheese / Beans 

Ham / Cheese / 
Tuna Baguette 

 

 

 

 Jacket Potato 
Cheese / Beans 

 Jacket Potato 
Cheese / 

Beans / Tuna 

MENU 
w/c 21.04.25 

Dojo messages this week: 
 

 Summer Term Menu 

 Year 6 Leavers trip—Chelmsford Cathedral  

 Year 6 SATS Breakfast 

 World Autism Day 

 Gardening Lunchtime club 

 Essex Fire Museum 

Summer Term 
Clubs 

 

 

KS1 & KS2 Multiskills Club 

Monday: 12.30pm—1:00pm 

Mr S.Thomas—EKC 

 

 

KS1 & KS2 Film Club 

Tuesday 3.15pm – 4.15pm  

Mrs Beard 

 

 

KS1 & KS2 Science Club  

Tuesday 3.15pm – 4.15pm  

Mrs Carlier 

 

 

KS1 & KS2 Gardening 
Lunchtime Club  

Wednesday 12:30pm—1:00pm  

Miss Wilson 

 

 

KS1 & KS2 Lego Club 

Wednesday 3.15pm – 4.15pm 

Mrs Matthews 

 

 

KS1 & KS2 Art Club 

Wednesday 3.15pm – 4.15pm 

 Mrs Fallon 

 

 

Year 6 Tutoring 

Thursday: 3.15pm—4:15pm 

Mr Austin  

 

A reminder that we require meals to be booked one week in advance on ParentPay. 

The cut off for this is 9am every Monday for the following week. 

If you have missed the deadline you must ensure your child has a packed lunch with them.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that dates are subject to change.— Check Dojo events page for further info 

Date Activity Who 

7th—21st Apr Easter Holiday  

22nd April Children return to school  

22nd April Earth Day 2025 All classes 

28th April EYFS—NCMP 

Year 6—NCMP 

Acorn Class  

Year 6 

30th April Essex Police Visit All classes 

1st May Trust Orienteering Competition  Selected Pupils 

2nd May Non Pupil Day  

12th May KS2 SATS Year 6 

12th May—
16th May 

Mental Health Awareness Week  

22nd May Year 2 Writing session in Chestnut Class  

22nd May EYFS & Yr 1 Working in Partnership  

23rd May Non Pupil Day  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that dates are subject to change.— Check Dojo events page for further info 

Date Activity Who 

3rd June Paul Hannaford at WDF - Y6 only - accom-
panied by a parent - then back to school. 

Letter from SW Partnership 
to follow. Proposed start 
time 9:30am-11:30am 

3rd June Power to Inspire  

10th June Year 6 Leavers service Chelmsford Cathe-
dral 

 

12th June Trust Football / Netball Tournament @ The 
Willows School 

 

18th June Trust Swimming gala  

20th June Year 6 Cyber safety & Knife crime with Es-
sex County Fire and Rescue Service. 

 

24th June Essex Food & Farming day Chestnut Class 

25th June  Trust Pupil Voice @ St Mary’s School—
Forest School 

 

26th & 27th 
June 

Year 6 Bikeability—TBC  

4th July Books, biscuits and Blankets  

7th July Sports day 

Parents on field at 11.50 - picnic/bbq lunch 
(PTA).  Sports Day start at 1.30pm - 
BBQ/Games after school  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that dates are subject to change.— Check Dojo events page for further info 

          

    

 

Date Activity Who 

11th July School reports home  

11th July Year 2 writing session in Chestnut—English  

11th July EYFS & Yr 1 Working in Partnership  

14th July Class Swaps 

EYFS Transition morning with Parents 

 

14th July Sports day reserve date  

16th July Class swaps 

EYFS Transition morning without Parents 

 

17th July Art Gallery 2pm Parents will have an 
opportunity to view pupils 
work and discuss reports is 
they wish. 

21st July Year 6 Leavers Trip—TBC  

22nd July Year 6 leavers assembly  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole School Attendance Target is: 95% 

National Attendance Target is: 93.5% 

Whole School Attendance this week is:  91.6% 

Pupils with 100% attendance this week:  54 

 

 

                     If your child is absent from school please: 
  

 Contact the school via Studybugs on the first day of absence before 9.00am .  
 (This is our preferred method of communication for sickness absence) 
 Contact the school on every further day of absence, again before 9.00am; 
 Ensure that your child returns to school as soon as possible. 

 

If you haven’t already, please download the free studybugs app, or register on the studybugs website and use it to 
tell us whenever your child is ill and unable to attend school. 

The tool helps us to know sooner if your child is unaccounted for. It is quick and easy to register and automatically 
reminds you to keep us posted. Please use the following link to register: https://studybugs.com/about/parentsIf 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office 

Reception  93.7% 

Year 1 92.3% 

Year 2 92.2% 

Year 3 96.1% 

Year 4 93.6% 

Year 5 92.3% 

Year 6 90.4% 

Lateness: 

CollectiveWorship will be held at 9.05am each morning and attended by all staff, including the 
office staff.  It is important that your child arrives on time for school.  If they arrive after 
9.05am then you will need to wait with your child until Collective Worship has finished at 
9.20am as there will not be any staff to let them in.   

Collective Worship is a legal entitlement in a Church of England school and a time of reflection 
and respect.   

https://studybugs.com/about/parents


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A note from FOSMS  
 
 

Wow, we are finishing this term on a high! 
 
Thank you all so much for supporting our Mother’s Day / Special Person sale this month, 
and also our Easter raffle. 
 
We are always so grateful that your support never waivers and I’m so proud of the won-
derful supportive school community we have. I will update you soon with the totals we 
managed to raise for our school and our children. 
 
We have had our Easter Hunt today which the children loved, a little different to previ-
ous years and I have to confess I’ve made the children work for their treats this year 
but lots of fun was had. 
 

Congratulations to our raffle winners, we hope you enjoy your prizes. 
 
The coins in a bottle challenge has come to an end and we have taken the bottles to have 
a count up - we will announce the winning class after Easter. The winners will have the to-
tal they raised matched by FOSMS up to a maximum of £100 for them to purchase class 
resources. The other two classes will receive back what they managed to raise to put to-
wards fun resources for the last term of the year! 
 
Please save the date - Thursday 8th May for our VE Day celebrations 2pm-4pm on the 
school field. 
 
Lastly, we wish you a peaceful Easter break and we can’t wait to see you back in a few 
weeks - we have so much planned for the Summer term and I’m going to need some volun-
teers to help us pull it all off. Just teeing you up nicely for my begging requests to come. 
 
 

With very grateful thanks, FOSMS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of St Mary’s School 
(FOSMS) 


